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Lt. Governor John Garamendi Announces Appointments to Economic 

Development Commission’s Tourism and Entertainment Advisory Committee  
 
San Jose, CA  – The California Commission for Economic Development, chaired by Lieutenant Governor 
John Garamendi, today approved the appointment of 12 Californians to serve on the Commission’s Tourism 
and Entertainment Advisory Committee.  Lt. Governor Garamendi resurrected the once-defunct commission 
and appointed the advisory committee to represent the most dynamic sectors of California’s economy. 
 
 “California’s tourism and entertainment industries are iconic, and contribute billions of dollars to California’s 
economy, and provide employment for more than a million Californians,” Lt. John Garamendi said.  "At the 
same time, our state’s world-renowned motion picture industry is threatened by the high cost of production, 
causing jobs to leave the state. The tourism industry also faces challenges in a difficult global economy. The 
CED will ask the new advisory committee members to recommend policy measures to help alleviate 
runaway production costs. Additionally, the committee will look to attract more international visitors to 
California, a fast growing segment of our tourism industry.” 
 
The bipartisan CED, consisting of government, community, labor, business, and education leaders, 
provides policy advice and recommendations to the Governor, Legislature, and private sector to improve the 
economic well being and quality of life for all Californians through local and statewide economic 
development.  The Tourism and Entertainment Advisory Committee will identify key challenges to the 
industries’ growth and offer recommendations for solutions. Dr. Demos Vardiabasis, Professor of 
Economics at Pepperdine University and CED Commissioner, will chair the Advisory Committee.  The 
members are: 
 

• Maren Christensen, Executive VP and General Counsel, Universal Studios  
• John Davis – Chairman, Davis Entertainment  
• Chris Essel – Senior VP, Planning and Development, Public Affairs, Paramount Pictures  
• Dan Gordon – Co-Founder, Gordon Biersch Brewing Company  
• Matthew J. Hart, Past President, Hilton Hotels Group  
• Brad Krevoy – Independent Producer  
• David Peckinpaugh – President and CEO, San Diego Convention and Visitors Bureau  
• Lisa Rawlins - Senior Vice President, Studio & Production Affairs, Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc.  
• Bob Roberts - Executive Director, California Ski Industry Association  
• Scott Rosenfelt – Independent Producer  
• Michael Rubel – General Counsel, Creative Artists Agency  
• Rob Senn – President, The CONVERGITAL Group  

 
Upon taking office in 2007, Garamendi worked with Governor Schwarzenegger to revitalize the once-defunct 
commission which will generate and recommend policies that enhance our economy, and to create 
opportunities for future growth, research, development and new markets. 
  
 


